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At the end of the 70's, Steven H. Pollock, an independent researcher 
from the United States from the state of Texas, visited us every year. His 
particular interest was in hallucinogenic mushrooms, their 
psychotherapeutic effects and their artificial cultivation. With Dr. 
Pollock's visits, as we told him, we learned many things, including Dr. 
Pollock's seriousness in taking pictures of fungal specimens in the field 
and his audacity to go into the field outside the forest or jungle (the 
jungle de Uxpanapa) in search of specimens mainly of the genus 
Psilocybe . Several new species for science were discovered from his 
visits, among them Psilocybe banderillensis(from Banderilla, Ver.) that 
was collected by my students in the second semester of the Faculty of 
Biology the Psilocybe xalapensis in the same way but the following year, 
the Psilocybe uxpanapensis (from Uxpanapa, Ver.) and the Psilocybe 
armandii (collected by my near Coatzacoalcos-Minatitlan in an oak 
forest and which was awarded my name) among others. His contribution 
to the knowledge of hallucinogenic mushrooms was definitely as 
significant as it was modest (like him). His visits were full of satisfactory 
experiences in the field of biology that my students and | enjoyed for 
several years, including Dr. Alejandro Sosa Martinez.(now Doctor of 
Science) who as a student has been an example of work and dedication, 
has become Director of Biology and his work in teaching is tireless, and 
the teacher Juventino Garcia Alvarado whose work in research and 
teaching continues without rest although without reaching neurosis ( 
photo1. Sosa, Pollock and J.Garcia), ( photo2. Sosa and A.L6pez). Many 
experiences lived with Pollock are remembered with affection and 
satisfaction and the importance of his influence in the professional 
formation of many of us is evident. A few years later Dr. Pollock was 
murdered at his home in Texas and it is only now that | have had the 
chance to talk about him. 
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At 9:29 AM , Miguel Armando Lopez Ramirez said... S 


After reading the article written by Professor Armando Lopez, a colleague and friend for 
several kilos... Biology at the end of the 70's at the Universidad Veracruzana (Steven H. 
Pollock) a series of memories came to me that are worth sharing. For example, the unique 
way of verifying, by Dr. Pollock and James Jacobs, another amateur researcher who was 
visiting us at that time from Oregon, the hallucinogenic power of the collected 

mushrooms. Suddenly in the field we would find some species of Psilacyke rare or new to our 
knowledge and the forced question for us, as students was: is it amazing?... if they knew it, 
they would say yes or no, if they didn't know it, no. they gave us some answer but 
sometimes, after some time, sometimes almost immediately, with bright eyes and full of joy 
they told us: good!!! Yes Yes!!! Is hallucinogenic!!! This is how we met the students -not all- 
of Prof. Anming many of the region's hallucinogenic Psilacyke species, many of which we 
didn't even know existed in the region. Another important fact that comes to my mind is that 
thanks to them we gave a name to a ravine located in Acajete, Veracruz (very close to 
Xalapa) which we visited one rainy, dark and cold afternoon in search of Psjlacybe species. in 
the company of such peculiar researchers and their harem. | remember that Jacobs was 
wearing a red raincoat and it was also an afternoon of thunder and lightning and in the semi- 
darkness caused by the lightening of the lightning Jacobs opened his arms, 

Another important aspect of the visit of such personalities is that, thanks to Dr. Pollock's 
experience, we corroborated that the mushrooms could be cultivated, at least in the 
laboratory, and thanks to the information he gave us about how he cultivated Psjlacybe 
species in his laboratory, we started a series of experiments to grow Pleurotys on brown rice 
inside huge jars of mayonnaise whose results discouraged us at first but, soon after -1 don't 
remember exactly- thanks to our habit of leaving things for later, those cornered crops were 
the trigger of the line of research on the cultivation of edible mushrooms began at the 


Faculty of Biology of the Universidad Veracruzana in 1979 with strains sent by Dr. Kurtzman, 


